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RA Srimathi Brought 79 Saplings From Elsewhere In The Country
T ON HER MIND

porting a big bindi and an ordinary “The gradual dip in sandalwood
Qs o producionintherscentyesrworie s
A daiwood researcher RA Srimathi's e areenwarrior. Haditbeen duringhertme,
lentlesservicesdeeply rootd,teraly shewouldhave traveledallver andaken
Srimathi brought7y‘outstanding’san: necessarystepstosuccessfullyintervene.
dalwood saplings from different parts of “Goodqualitysandawood producedin
thecountry for lanting in Peninsular In: bulkwas always ourpride.Buttoday,so
dia, thenatural habitatfor these ragrant manythreatsloomlarge. Besics sease,

‘Woods. That was lso the time when spke Ty s oy, B
disease threatened the abundantly thriv- ;Mbgﬁmm?_";w::mormnm

ingsandaiwood trees, resulting n a huge
1055 of this precious species, Srimathis
endeavour was responsibl for & turn-
around in the fortunes of sandalwood
Plantations n thoregion

“We were looking to augment tree
planation and tavelledall over thecoun
- from Kangra Valle in Himachal Pra-
desh, 10 Rajathan and Parasnath il in
thethen Bitar o go quality sandalwood
trees. W selciod 79 trees and planied
themalong the Decan Platoau, Thisdrive.
nerease the Sandalwood tree count n chemicalcontrolof spikedisesse throtigh
Southindi,"rocalls.yearold Srimathi, < Infusion grafting)techniques. Her search

Sendaliood tree tgs brought from Srimathihashadalast:  forspikediseaseresistant rees ook her 10
erstates werografiod iththesaplings ingelationship withthese precous rees  the ookt Sapnes ot e s s
B metmdities, S b e iy
i nursery at Hoskote where . things Were very good and the numberof . 1ot successii project. pomon s e
Srainghappencd Thegralted vigswere . Sandalwood treessurged. Nocne took it first sandatwoq Sl sed s . |
putin th clonal banks and. upinasmassiveavayas  tablished n Nallal, Hoskote Bangalore
the rest were sent o clonal Srimath did,” seys Kul-  Srimathiretired n 1898 bt coninedto
seedorchards. Karni. koepherscientificquestalive, thistimeasa

“The clonal seed or Lookingback:Bornon  forest consultant promoting plantation of
chards were spread across May 4, 1960 in Mysors,  teakiand sandalwood inthecouniry
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pra: Srimathi started her ca-  Lookatherenergyandyouknowagsis
deshand Karnaaka, After ————  reerin1sasanUGCre.  mersly a number for this octogonarian
e Eraiting, we allowed them to _ search felow in Central Colloge, Banga.  “Atprosent, ' ollecting ispoamier s
Doliaate e natural way.” says HD Kul- lore. She. then Joined as ' rosearch _various scio of ees s maeg et
e, Srimathy's unior In th projt. - assistant n Foret Researey Laboratory.  matic ol and atcse remts ey
e werelookingatimproringthequall- - Bangalore s unitof FRI, Dohradun . and meicines she e oo et e?
oo s dramatcaly and managedto  the presentday Insitte of Wood Sei.  she collects the dota, e e o
chleve just that. For the next docade - ence and Technology) in 1960, and wert ning her bt bome

0 to become & senfor research officer
(special graci).

Eventually when the Sandalwood Re
search Centro was established in Banga:
ore in 1977, Srimathi was appointed the
head of the department of genetics and
tree breeding. During her temure there,
she notably contributed fo propagate this
prizedspeciesof woo.

Her unique contribution was the





